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STATE PASS CAIRO 
BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 
KUWAIT PASS DOHA AND MUSCAT 
LONDON FOR LAMBRAKIS 

1. OMAR SAQQAF, SAUDI MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, TOLD ME YESTERDAY THAT HE WAS SURE WE MUST 
BE INTRIGUED BY THE LARGE NUMBER OF REPORTS FROM 
BEIRUT THAT SAUDI ARABIA IS ON THE POINT OF RESUMING 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. 

2. HE SAID HE WANTED TO REASSURE US THAT THIS WOULD 
NEVER HAPPEN-AT LEAST NOT AS LONG AS "THIS MAN IS 
KING". HE SAID THAT IT MIGHT BE CONCEIVABLE IF THE 
UNITED STATES OR ITS ALLIES INVADED SAUDI ARABIA 
BUT HE DOUBTED IT WOULD HAPPEN EVEN THEN. 

3. SAQQAF SAID THAT SAUDI ARABIA WAS UNDER CON- 
SIDERABLE PRESSURE FROM OTHER ARABS (HE IDENTIFIED 
ONLY SYRIA) TO TAKE THIS STEP, BUT HE SAID THE BEIRUT 
REPORTS WERE BASED ENTIRELY ON THE FACT THAT SAUDI 
ARABIA HAD SENT A LETTER OF CONGRATUALTIONS TO THE 
SOVIET UNION ON THE OCCASION OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION. 
THE USSR WAS THE FIRST NATION TO RECOGNIZE THE KINGDOM 
AND FOR A SHORT TIME IN THE STALIN PERIOD HAD A 
MINISTER ACCREDITED TO RIYADH. 

THE LEBANESE ASSUMED THAT THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME 
GREETINGS HAD BEEN SENT (ACTUALLY IT WAS A STANDARD 
TELEGRAM SENT EVERY YEAR). THE BEIRUT PRESS HAD 

TIED THIS TO THE OBVIOUS STRAINS ON US-SAUDI 
RELATIONS AND JUMPED FROM ONE FALSE CONCLUSION TO 
ANOTHER. NOT ONLY ARE THEY REPORTING IMMINENT 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BUT NOW ARE TALKING ABOUT A LARGE 
SAUDI LOAN TO THE USSR. HE SAID THIS WAS EVEN 
MORE LAUGHABLE. 

AKINS 
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